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This month city council "postponed" the extension of 

Sackville Road that was part of a plan to deal with a bit of 

traffic congestion at peak times at GNR/Second Line. Our 

city is well known to build more roads to address traffic 

congestion.  People from Toronto would laugh at our “so 

called gridlock”. In the past 20 years, at great expense, 

the city has built or expanded Carmen’s Way, Third Line, 

Pine St, Black Rd, all to resolve our traffic woes.  We have 

done such a good job building roads that we are now 

ranked second in Ontario for having the highest lane/km 

per capita, roads that need to be repaired and plowed.  

We have also experienced an increase in traffic volumes 

in spite of a stagnant population. 

So the real question should be why do we drive more than 

we did just 10 years ago?  We have been so conditioned 

to drive everywhere mostly because our urban planners 

have made it very easy to do so.  Kids get chauffeured 

everywhere and as soon as they turn 16, begin their life 

long affair with the automobile.  

The sustainable solution to traffic congestion is to figure out 

how to encourage people to drive less and consider 

alternative modes, particularly cycling, to get around.  

Since humans always chose convenience to make 

transportation choices, the only way to get people to 

change their way is to make it safer and more convenient 

to cycle and harder and more expensive to drive.  

So instead of spending $7 million dollars to extend 

Sackville,  let’s spend that money on more cycling 

infrastructure; a truly sustainable traffic management 

strategy. 

When Less is More. 

Editor: Cindy Pruce, Communications Director 

Andre Riopel 

Advocacy Director 
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The bad And the ugly 

The merge lane at second line was replaced by a new 

drive lane.  Before the change, motorists turning on Black 

from Second Line had to yield to South bound cyclists.  

Now cyclists find themselves between two lanes of traffic 

as they pass the intersection and need to make an 

immediate lane change or get squeezed between two 

lines of fast moving cars. The alternative is to ride on the 

traffic island and walk/ride across the turn lane when 

there is a gap in traffic.   

Black Road: The great, the 

good, the bad and the ugly. 

By Andre Riopel, Advocay Director 

The great 

Last year, the city  

finally added wide  

paved shoulders to  

Black Road between  

Second & Third Lines.  

We now have wide  

paved shoulders all  

the way to Third Line.  

The good 

Something I never thought I would see, a 

reduction in speed limits from 60 to 50 

north of Second Line and from 70 to 60 

south of Second Line.  This has significantly 

improved safety for cyclists.  Now we just 

need drivers to obey speed limits.  

Bring on photo radar! 

  

Even though on many levels, Black Road has improved for 

cyclists, the changes to the intersection have made things 

more dangerous and less convenient for cyclists.  This 

goes against the commitment made in the cycling master 

plan which dictates that when changes are made to an 

identified bike route, improvements in cycling safety must 

be considered.   

Parking in the Bike Lane. 

Old habits are hard to break and when 

bikes lanes were added to Pine and 

Willow, parking on those streets was not 

longer allowed. For people who were 

used to park there, they simply ignored 

the obvious fact that the whole point of 

having bike lanes is that cyclists no longer 

have to swerve into the traffic lane to go 

around parked cars.  I’m sure that the 

enforcement component will begin when 

signs go up to point to the obvious.   



 

 

ISSUE 3 |  NOVEMBER 2020  | PAGE 3 President’s Corner 
  

As I write this, the texts are flooding in. “Great ride today”, “Yes, 

as always”, “Thanks so much for the ride!”, and on and on.  The 

thing is, these comments relate to a ride that was all gung ho to 

go and just finished on a day that saw wind chill to -10oC temp., 

gusts to 50kmh sideways wind and flurries.  

#goeventhough 

 

 

#goeventhough By Mark Santana 

Club President 

Yesterday was the second last day of the SCC Scavenger at 

Hiawatha. Secretly, I was dying to do it. I was inspired by the all 

teeth smiles on Instagram sensation Evie Pruce after doing it. 

True it was sunny. But it was also -2oC and windy. So I grabbed 

the boys and we did it. All under 10, youngest 4 years old. All 

excitement to go and all smiles when done. #goeventhough 

 

And last Sunday: I get the nod at 4 pm on 

a dreary day. Let’s get wet comes the call! 

So onto our gravel bikes we go - up the 

Prince Lake road climb, through the 

swamps, to the windmills and onto the 

Voyageur trail lookout at Gros Cap. We 

ignore every signal in our bodies and 

brains that says NO don’t go! and we 

#goeventhough. It’s the same outcome all 

the time- that feeling of being alive, of well 

being and so thankful for all that we have. 

(continued on next page)… 

Thursday night:  

A long challenging day at 

work (my favourite days). It’s 

now 7pm, a damn cold -6oC 

and punishing wind off Lake 

Superior, but hey, it’s gravel 

season and there’s a full blue 

moon. I can’t wait to jump 

onto my faithful gravel steed 

and do my favourite gravel 

route to Red Rock. 

#goeventhough 



 

 

 

ISSUE 3 |  NOVEMBER 2020  | PAGE 4 President’s Corner 
  

As cold and dark usher in winter we will discuss how to  

get your fat bike ready for it. But once it is here watch  

out. This will be the most exciting winter fat bike season 

yet. The Sault Cycling Club has a new grooming system 

and fuelled with that, we will be responsible for grooming 

trails at Hiawatha. Imagine much of that single track the  

you love to ride now available to ride on snow. We are 

working with our friends at Soo Finnish Nordic Ski Club and 

Hiawatha Highlands to make fat biking at Hiawatha the 

success xc skiing is. There is a dedicated fat bike  

membership or you can get a full ski membership which 

includes use of the fat bike trails. Go to 

https://hiawathahighlands.com/passes/ to get your pass 

now. Keep an ear to the ground also about snow shoe nights 

where will will head out with our snow shoes to flatten and 

harden the snow on the fat bike trails. Fat bike grooming is 

part science, part art and mostly a lot of work. But fear not, 

Reg and his crew will get it done for you. Just support us with 

a membership. As well as at Hiawatha, Crimson Ridge will be 

supporting fat biking by grooming on their piece of the 

escarpment. We look forward to hearing more about both of 

these developments very soon. 

 

So, with thanks to Pearl iZUMi who created the hashtag that is 

my new obsession, get out there and #goeventhough. Aside 

from a guaranteed good time, you may find love in the 

strangest of places. See John with his new found love 

Mellinda - they met on the road to Red Rock during our last 

gravel ride. Best wishes to John and Mellinda… 

A bike can do that, but not by itself. Cyclists just 

seem to know. They smile on and off the bike. 

They seem loved. They seem so happy to have 

a bike and to think of themselves as cyclists. Yes 

they think the bike but more importantly what it 

can do for them and for others. For many, this is 

a very tough time of year. Cold and dark with 

winter on the horizon. But for cyclists, with that 

one sentence you just made their day. And so... 

they #goeventhough. 

 

 

 

https://hiawathahighlands.com/passes/
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With the cold weather months approaching it is time to turn our attention to those big squishy tired 

bikes! Fat bike season is just around the corner, here are few things to keep in mind before 

heading out in the cold! 

1. Check your fat bike over!  

For some of us, our fat bikes have sat inside sad and lonely. Watching the other bikes in our fleet 

enjoy the summer months shredding and railing berms. In order to enjoy your first frosty ride of the 

year it’s a good idea to check your fat bike over. Give your bike a good visual inspection, looking 

over the bike for anything out of the ordinary: tire sealant leaks, brake fluid leaks, or damage to 

the frame. Next you’ll want to clean your chain and put some new chain lube. Once your chain is 

good to go, cycle through your gears and keep an eye on how they react. For those who have 

hydraulic brakes, its a good idea to give your levers a few pulls. This helps to create pressure in 

your lines so that you will be able to stop when needed! If you have any issues with your bike 

while conducting your pre season inspection then head over to the one the great local bike 

shops in town!  

2. Test Ride! 

If your bike is good to and has passed your pre season ride inspection then take it for a quick rip! 

Getting your bike out on the trails before the snow falls will help give you a better idea on how 

your bike is working. It will help you identify any other issues that you may have missed when the 

bike was up in the mechanic’s stand. 

3. Inspect your winter kit! 

Find your winter riding clothes and give them a once over as well. Check your touques and mitts 

and riding boots for damage. If you have a dog or a ca its not uncommon to catch them running 

around with a touque in their mouth trying to get you to play a quick game of keep-a-way.  

If you have any questions about a pre season prep, contact the SCC for more info or stop by one 

of the great local bike shops in town! 

Is Your Fat Bike Ready? Reg Peer 

Fat Bike Director 

Photo Credit: Kelly Sutton Photo Credit: Jake McFarling 
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The SCC Kids Scavenger Hunt was 

a huge success! We saw so many 

smling faces out on the trails, and 

some even in their Halloween 

costumes.  

The winner of the $25 Visa  

gift card is Lily-Anna Walback.  

Thanks to all who participated       

Kids Scavenger Hunt 

The Social 

Distance Dozen 

WINNERS! 

Congratulations to everyone who 

participated in the Social 

Distance Dozen. We know it 

wasn’t an easy challenge.  

🏆 Category winners are as 

follows:  

Fastest Time: Dusty Jakomait 

Shortest Route: Eric Piscopo  

Worst Weather: Darrel Philion 

Youngest Male: Zak Greensted 

Youngest Female: Jennifer 

Entwistle  

Oldest Female: Kim Fisher 

Oldest Male: Eric Piscopo  

Mystery Prize: Braedon Whalen 

Congratulations to Fiona Ortiz for 

being the the winner of a $25 gift 

certificate and 2 beer mugs from 

Outspoken Brewing!  

 

Contest Winner 



 

 

 

The front blind spots on vehicle, created by the front roof 

supports, can hide a bicycle (or person) as little as 9 metres 

away.   

 

Due to demands by insurance and government safety 

regulations, cars have to be survivable in a roll over.  To 

accomplish this, the front roof struts (supports) have been 

enlarged.  Although making the vehicle safer for the driver and 

passenger, this has created a larger blind spot on both sides of 

the front of the vehicle.  The left-hand or driver side blind spot is 

especially hazardous because it will obscure a bicycle (having 

the right-of-way) approaching the left of  the vehicle at a 

intersection.  

 

Avoid being a victim of the blind spot by never assuming the 

driver has seen you.  If you can't see the driver's eyes, they 

cannot seen you. 

KIDS COLOURING CONTEST   
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      We just have a few simple rules: 

 

1. Register at https://saultcyclingclub.ca/  

 

2. Download the colouring contest picture from 

our website. 

 

3. Have your child colour the contest picture.  

 

4. Submit a screenshot of your completed image 

to cindy@saultcyclingclub.ca by the contest 

deadline. 

 

The contest is free for those who hold a  

2020 SCC membership.  

Join Our Club! 

 

For the month of November, the SCC will  

be running a kids colouring contest.  

Contest closes November 28, 2020.  

Winner will be selected by the SCC Executives. 

Blind Spots 

Cycling Safety Tips brought to you 

by Jeff Coutu, SCC Director at Large 

https://saultcyclingclub.ca/
mailto:cindy@saultcyclingclub.ca
https://saultcyclingclub.ca/about-sault-cycling/join-our-club/

